
ITEC Level 3 Diploma in Fashion, Theatre & Media Make-up 
Unit 42 Special Effects 
 
Recommended guided learning hours – 100 
 
Pre-requisite – Students must hold the ITEC Make-up unit or equivalent 
 
QCA Qualification Accreditation Number: 100/2573/X 
Learning outcome Underpinning knowledge 
Students will be able to: 
1) Show competency in the application of 
various casualty effects 

To include 
• Scratches • Grazes • Cuts and wounds  
• Bruising new and old • Scars• 1st, 2nd and 3rd degree burns 
• Shock • Sweat • Tears • Sun and wind burn  
• Snow, ice and frost bite • Blood capsules and bladders  
• Missing teeth  
♦ Skin diseases and disorders to include: 
• Psoriasis • Acne • Impetigo • Herpes simplex  
• Bullet wounds • Broken noses • ‘Drug addict effect’  
• Tattoos • Stab wounds 

2) Understand and explain the use of bald 
caps 

• Show competence in the fitting of and application of colour 
and removal of bald cap 

3) Understand and explain the technique 
used for the application of false hair 

To include: 
• Laying on of loose hair • Applying lace facial hair pieces  
• Dressing facial hair • Applying stubble • Eyebrows  
• Moustache • Sideburns  

4) Show competency in the application 
use and removal of: 

• Wax and putty to alter features/block out eye brows  
• Application and removal of temporary tattoos  
• Technique of ageing using latex  
• Application and removal of ageing make-up (middle and old 
age) using make-up on the face/neck, neck line, hands, ears, 
chest and back  
• Application and removal of ready made prosthetics 

5) Understand and explain high standards 
of professionalism throughout the make-
up application 

To include: 
• Ensuring all products and tools are sterilised before and 
after and maintained hygienically throughout 

6) Understand, explain and demonstrate 
make-up removal 

To include: 
• Use of specialist cleansers for removing different types 
make-up 

7) Understand, explain and demonstrate 
how to check for skin conditions 

To include: 
♦ Infestations 
• Scabies • Lice 
♦ Congenital 
• Atopic eczema • Atopic dermatitis • Psoriasis 
♦ Bacterial 
• Acne vulgaris • Impetigo • Acne rosacea • Boils • Folliculitis
♦ Viral 
• Warts • Herpes simplex • Herpes zoster 
♦ Fungal 
• Tinea corporis 
♦ Pigmentation disorders 
• Vitiligo • Albinism • Chloasma • Ephilides • Lentigo  
• Moles (papilloma) • Naevae • Port wine stain • Leucoderma 
♦ General disorders 
• Urticaria • Allergic reaction 
♦ Common ailments 
• Alopecia • Bells palsy  
• Temporo-mandibular joint tension (TMJ Syndrome) 
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8) Understand and explain the 
contraindications to special effects with 
reasons 
 

♦ With medical, GP or specialist permission – In 
circumstances where written medical permission cannot 
be obtained the client must sign an informed consent 
stating that the treatment and its effects has been fully 
explained to them and confirm that they are willing to 
proceed without permission from their G.P. or specialist  
• Any skin condition being treated by a dermatologist   
• Nervous/Psychotic conditions • Recent facial operations  
• Inflamed nerve • Bells Palsy • Skin cancer  
• Undiagnosed pain in the face  
♦ Contraindications that restrict treatment 
• Fever  • Contagious or infectious diseases  
• Under the influence of recreational drugs or alcohol  
• Diarrhoea and vomitting • Any known allergies  
• Infectious skin diseases and disorders  
• Undiagnosed lumps and bumps • Localised swelling   
• Inflammation  • Cuts  • Bruises • Abrasions  
• Scar tissues (2 years for major operation and 6 months for 
a small scar) • Sunburn   
• Recent fractures (minimum 3 months) • Sinusitis  
• Neuralgia • Sunburn • Migraine/Headache  
• Hypersensitive skin • Conjunctivitis 
 • Any eye surgery (approximately 6 months) • Stye  
• Watery eye • Contact lenses must be removed  
• Very nervous clients • Blepharitis • Eczema • Psoriasis  
• Dermatitis • Sycosis barbae • Pediculosis capitis  
• Herpes simplex • Seborrhoeic Dermatitis • Alopoecia  
• Bells palsy  
• Temporo-mandibular joint tension (TMJ Syndrome) 
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